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The rest of the wall was regarded as safe and even un-
approachable by the enemy,' since the waters of the New
Harbour on the north side and of the Khalij (the modern
Mahmudiya Canal) on the south side formed two natural
moats which cut the Christian communications with the
parts beyond. One loophole in this system of defence,
however, proved fatal. Shams-al-Dln ibn Ghurab, who
was later accused of treachery and of being in Pierre's pay,1
supported by another principal official, one Shams-al-Dln
ibn 'Odhaiba, had decided to close the inner gates of the
custom house for fear that foreign residents might remove
dutiable goods to the city and thus rob the state,2 As a
result, the wall became inaccessible from these inner gates.
Further, there was a lofty tower3 in the area lying between
Bab al-Bahr (Porta Maris) and Bab al-Diwan (Porte de la
Douane); and no porches or side passages connected the
outlying parts of the wall on the two sides of this tower.
Thus the troops defending Bab al-Bahr had no quick means
of coming to protect Bab al-Diwan in case of an unforeseen
emergency. On the other hand, the latter and undefended
gate was as vulnerable as the former, and, moreover, it was
not as strong as al-Bab al-Akhdar (the Green Gate) with
its three massive portals. This proved to be the decisive
factor in the great tragedy.
It is, however, doubtful whether the Christians noticed
all these facts at the outset, Machaut, indeed, tells us
that after the final agreement to take the city by storm,
the King enjoined Perceval de Coulogne straightway to
lead the assault on Bab al-Dlwan (Porte de la Douane 4).
Nevertheless, al-Nuwairl, who witnessed the events of the
siege and made a faithful record of all its developments,
^viJe supra, 351, n.i.
2 Al-Nuwairl (Wetz. 359), ff- 105 vo-io6 ro. An open and walled space
is to be noticed within the city next to the Porte de la Douane in the Cod. Urb.
(vide supra) plan. This was evidently reserved for storage of dutiable goods
and was therefore uninhabited* With the closing of the outlying doors, this
space would furnish the attackers with a completely undefended quarter, once
they began to filter into the city.
8 It may be inferred from al-Nuwairfs work (Wetz. 360, f. 186 vo) that
this was the Dirgham Tower.
4 Machaut, 11. 2766 et seq.